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beth might become the object of fresh plots. Renard was no
longer the devil's advocate, having executed a complete volte-
face. Instead of pressing for Elizabeth's death, he was support-
ing Paget's policy of recognizing her claim to the succession.
There was a simple explanation. If Mary died, Spanish interests
had more to gain from Elizabeth than from the alternative
successor, Mary Queen of Scots, who was the affianced wife of
the French Dauphin. Elizabeth in consequence found a power-
ful friend at Court in Philip.

Mary was slow, very slow to respond. Thoughts of death
ultimately made her act, for if she died it was more than likely
that the people would give rein to their hatred of Philip and
his Spaniards; and as a guarantee of their lives it became ex-
pedient to bring Elizabeth to Court. At the end of April 1555,
Bedingfield escorted his charge from Woodstock to Hampton
Court. To the end, he showed himself the same timorous,
rigorous custodian.

For a time Elizabeth was kept in strict seclusion. She saw the
Queen in private, and the story goes that on her knees she
begged her sister to believe that she was, and had been, as true
a subject as anyone. c You will not confess your offence/ an-
swered Mary, cbut stand stoutly in your truth: I pray God it
may so fall out.' clf it doth not,' Elizabeth replied, CI request
neither favour nor pardon at your Majesty's hands.' 'Well/
said Mary,c you stiffly still persevere in your truth. Belike you
will not confess but that you have been wrongfully punished/
'I must not say so, if it please your Majesty, to yon/f Why then/
answered the Queen,' belike you will to others/ ' No, if it please
your Majesty, I have borne the burden and must bear it. I
humbly beseech your Majesty to have a good opinion of me, and
to think me to be your true subject, not only from the beginning
hitherto, but for ever, as long as life lasteth/ They parted, the
Queen with her misgivings, Elizabeth with her conscience. The
signs of captivity were gradually removed. Soon courtiers were
allowed access to her - a permission used with discreet reserve.

Mary's time was drawing near. Tidings spread in London on
30 April that she had been delivered of a prince, and Te Deum